Cystoscopy has been mentioned frequently in the course of this paper as a necessary diagnostic procedure. This As early as the eighteenth century it was recognized that puerperal infection was con1Working during part of the time with the aid of a grant from the Medical Research Council. tagious. It must be remembered that at this time the death-rate from sepsis was i in 6 in institutions owing to the rapid spread of epidemics, which are controlled to-day by the universal use of antiseptic methods. The contagious nature of the disease was not urged strongly until Oliver Wendell Holmes read his classical paper at Boston in 1843. In this paper he showed that epidemiics could always be traced to lack of cleanliness on the part of the attendants in charge of cases. [5] . A rubber catheter is introduced into the uterine cavity with strict aseptic precautions; to the catheter is attached a syringe containing 10-20 c.c. of sterile glycerine, which is then injected slowly. The glycerine promotes a flow of tissue fluid owing to its hygroscopic property, thus giving a freer uterine drainage. Experience in this hospital suggests that this treatment gives good results in cases of patients with persistent fever due to infection localized to uterus and adnexa.
